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Dear Business and Community Leaders,

Thank you for your interest in becoming a sponsor for Service 
Club of Manatee’s Gala, “For the Love of Children.” We are 
honored for the generous support in the past from the leaders 
of our community, both public and private. Without your 
contributions, it would not be possible for us to provide grants 
to nonprofit programs to make the lives of our children in 
need better.

We would be honored to have you partner with us for our 2024 
Gala, which will be held in-person on March 16, 2024, at the 
Manatee County Fairgrounds Veterans Hall. The Gala theme, 
“Boots and Bling,” is inspired by the location of our event. 
Highlighting the Gala will be our best-in-town silent and live 
auctions, dance music, our Mission Moment presentation, 
chances to win premium wine, jewelry and other fine items, 
and a lively auction conducted by our auctioneer.

Service Club of Manatee County presented its Gala, “For the 
Love of Children,” on March 25, 2023, and in May distributed 
$132,000 to 32 nonprofits to benefit Manatee County youth 
in need of food, shelter, clothing, health services, or 
educational services. Each year, all proceeds from our 
Gala, our only fundraising event, benefit children’s charities 
in Manatee County. A list of the 32 nonprofits that applied 
to us and received grant program funding in 2023 is included 
in this brochure.

As always, this is our only annual fundraiser. We hope that 
you will join us in making our event the best ever, enabling 
us to reach children with the essentials to make their 
lives better.

This brochure contains information on levels of sponsorship 
for our event and a contract for you to fill out. Take a 
minute to read “Why Donate to Service Club." Please 
consider partnering with Service Club for our 97th year 
of helping children in our county.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward 
to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Valerie Bell and Natalie Thrasher
Valerie Bell and Natalie Thrasher
Chairs/Event Sponsorship Committee

ARTCENTER MANATEE 
Art class scholarships

AVENUE 941
Establish paid internships for high 
school students

BEDS FOR KIDS 
Materials to build and outfit 20 beds 
for Manatee County Children

BIG BROTHERS, BIG SISTERS 
OF THE SUN COAST 
Chromebook computer and SAT Prep 
Book for 10 students

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS OF 
MANATEE COUNTY 
Reading program materials to benefit 
120 students

CENTERSTONE OF FLORIDA 
Therapeutic supplies and “room 
within a room” purchase and 
installation for evaluating and 
observing therapy sessons

EASTERSEALS OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Sensory kits

FOUNDATION FOR DREAMS
Camperships for special needs 
children in Manatee County

GIRL SCOUTS OF GULFCOAST 
FLORIDA, INC. 
Funds to assist in construction of an 
amphitheater at Camp Honi Hanta

GUARDIAN ANGELS OF SOUTHWEST 
FLORIDA
Entertainment activities for children in 
foster care

THE HAVEN 
Therapy services for pre-school-aged 
children

HEALTHY TEENS, INC. 
Education to promote healthy 
choices among the youth in 
Manatee County 

JEWISH FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S 
SERVICES OF THE SUNCOAST 
Summer camp scholarships for 
children of substance abusers

JUST FOR GIRLS 
Scholarships to JFG leadership and 
learning centers for one school year

LIGHTHOUSE VISION LOSS 
EDUCATION CENTER 
Increase learning and social 
interaction experiences for students 
with vision loss

MANASOTA SOLVE
Purchase of 15 Safety 1st Travel 
Systems for its maternity program

MANATEE CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Fund food for child victims of abuse 
residing in the MCS Emergency 
Shelter

MANATEE COUNTY 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Rehabilitate a home for a family with 
two young children

MANATEE SUNRISE KIWANIS 
FOUNDATION 
Purchase ingredients for 16,000 shelf 
stable meal kits for hungry children of 
Manatee County

MANATEE WILDCATS 
YOUTH SPORTS, INC.
Sports equipment for football, 
lacrosse and cheer programs

MEALS ON WHEELS PLUS 
OF MANATEE, INC. 
Shelf stable food to prepare at home 

ONE MORE CHILD 
Shelving for storage of food items at 
distribution site

PACE CENTER FOR GIRLS, MANATEE 
60 lunches for girls enrolled in summer 
program

PARENTING MATTERS 
Supplies for Musical Motion program 
for at-risk families

ST. GEORGE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Healthy food choices and craft 
supples for community

SARASOTA ORCHESTRA
Need-based scholarships for 
Manatee County students

STILLPOINT MISSION, INC. 
Diapers and baby wipes for 
disadvantaged

TAKE STOCK IN CHILDREN OF 
MANATEE COUNTY, INC. 
College scholarship for a student 
enrolled in its program

TIDEWELL FOUNDATION 
Supplies and food for children's grief 
counseling sessions

THE TWIG CARES
Clothing and shoes for Manatee 
County children in foster care

THE MARK WANDALL 
FOUNDATION, INC.
4 camp scholarships to attend 3-day 
bereavement camp

YOUNG LIFE OF MANATEE COUNTY
Food for program participants

2023 GRANT
PROGRAM RECIPIENTS
TOTAL AWARDED $132,000



WE DO OUR RESEARCH  |  We adhere to a strict vetting process 
for funding requests and conduct personal interviews at each 
organization.  Funding requests for administrative needs are not 
considered.  Furthermore, all returning grantees are required to 
provide receipts to support previous Service Club funding.

NO ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS  |  Our membership is comprised of 
100% volunteers, including doctors, lawyers, teachers, financial 
advisors, account executives, business owners, retirees, artists, 
and community leaders who are passionate about making a 
difference in the lives of local children. All active members must 
reside in Manatee County. 

THE CHILDREN OF TODAY ARE THE FUTURE OF TOMORROW  |  100% 
of the grant funding we distribute must directly benefit children 
in Manatee County.  

WE ARE WELL RESPECTED IN OUR COMMUNITY  |  This is our 97th year 
and we are the longest established women’s service organization in our 
community. We have been chosen by the Manatee Chamber of 
Commerce as an award finalist for non-profit of the year twice: 2021 
and 2022. Service Club is a Manatee Chamber of Commerce member.   

WE ARE SUSTAINABLE  |  In January 2014, the Active Members 
unanimously voted to establish the creation of The Service Club of 
Manatee County Endowment Fund, which ensures that our grants 
given to the underprivileged children are held in perpetuity. 

WHY DONATE TO SERVICE CLUB

We are proud to indicate our commitment to support Service 

Club with an Event Sponsorship and will provide tax deductible 

funding and a digital copy of our logo by December 15, 2023. 

FOR THE LOVE OF CHILDREN GALA
MARCH 16, 2024 

Please make checks payable to SERVICE CLUB OF MANATEE 
COUNTY and return with this completed form to:
Event Sponsorship Committee
P.O. Box 15435, Bradenton, FL 34280-5435

Please contact Natalie Thrasher at 941-704-0671 or
eventsponsorshipserviceclub@gmail.com with any questions.

Please email your logo and website information to 
eventsponsorshipserviceclub@gmail.com by December 15, 2023.


